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want just yet. Senn few have inquired abont meetings but I have not found 
any willing to bave a prayer meeting in 


their house, or to lodge a servant of 


God. Still this will come by-and-bye. I dreamed last night that I was fitting 
up a nice . house. I pray the Lane to . it in his time.“ 
CORRES PONDENCE. 


Abergavenny, Mon., Jan. 24, 1879. 
President Wm. Budge. 7 

Beloved Brother, —Inasmuch as 1 
have been released from my present 
labors, and the printing department 
of the Liverpool Office not requiring 
my services, as contemplated, 1 have 
considered my appointment to labor 
in the United Scates for a season be- 
fore going home, and cunclude to 
leave at once, so I shall be in Liver- 
pool in time to leave by the steamer 
on next Saturday, Feb. Ist. 

Permit me, here, to returu you my 
heartfelt thanks and gratitude for the 
condsiderate kindness, gvod advice 
and counsel I have always received 
from you, which has been a source of 
strength aud consolation to me while 
I have labored under your fatherly 
watch-care. 

I desire also to thank the Saints, 
through the medium of the Star, for 


the many acts of kindness bestowed 


upon me while laboring in the Welsh 


Conference for the last seventeen 
months. 


I pray the blessings of the 


Lord to de upon the Saints of this 


better in my life. 
with me, und his Spirit has strength: | 
ened me to perform the duties and 


Conference, 
hospitality to me and my brethren. 


for their unbounded 


I have enjoyed this part of my 
mission very much. I never felt 


obligations resting npon me, to my 
entire eatisfaction, and I trust also to 


The Lord has been 


the approval and satisfaction of my 
| heavenly Father, aud of his holy 
Priesthood set over me. I feel to 
thank the Lord for his blessings, for 
the good missionary experience | have 
thus far gained, and for the light of 
the Spirit of Truth, which has strength- 
ened my testimony in the divinity of 
this great latter-day work; for I do 
verily know it to be of God. My 
desire to help roll on this great work 
has increased with my experience, and 
my only wish is to be useful. With 
this view, I am willing to respond to 
auy call of God's chosen Priesthood, 
whatever sacrifice may be involved 
therein. I realize that we do not 
live, nor do we possess the Priest- 
hood, to suit ourselves altogether, 
but that we are engaged in the Lord’s 


great latter-day work, and he expects 


us to acoumplish it; and we should 
not take into too much consideration 
our peaceful and happy homes, our 
beloved families aud friends, but con- 
tide them to the kind care of our 
heavenly Father, and go forth in his 
work, for the harvest is very great 
land fully ripe.” 

I hope and pray that I may realize 


| that saine joy in my new field of labor 


as I have felt here. 

Thanks for your well wishes. Pray- 
ing God to be with you always, I am, 
with kind regards, your brother in the 
Gospel, 
Jos. HTnUIfͤ Parey. 
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Judge R. H. Robertson; u lawyer, of 


dueing a good 


Hider Joseph F. Smith delivered a leqture on 


died their on Jan. 4. 


Sais Kobe died Reminiscences of the 


* History of the Church,” before the 20th Ward Taatitate on Jan. 8th. 


James B. 
January 5th, from fever. 

„Nr. Henry Snell his 


Work on the contemplated ext 


eKean, Ex-Ohief Justice of Utah, died, in 
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rs * say 


bisho tation, recently at , the following dialogue was 
sons bein’ here F- Bill, Wiel 


* 


POETRY. 
— 0 — 
CHILDREN! 
Com o ye children! Ere their sweet and tender juices 
For tome, play, Have been hardened into wood— 
And the questions perplex me | 
Have vanished quite away. That to the world are children ! 
Ye open the eastern windows, | a brig sunnier climate 
That look towards the sun, Than reaches the trunks below. 
Where thoughts are singing swallows ) 
And the brooks of morning run. Come to me, O ye children, | : 
And whi n my ear 
In your hearts are the birds and sunsbine, What the birds and the winds are singing, 
In your thoughts the brooklets flow; In your sunny atmosphere. | 
But in mine is the wind of autumn, 
And the first fall of snow. For what are all your contrivings, 
| | And the wisdom of your 3 
Ah ! what would the world be to us When compared with your caresses, 
If the children were no more ! And the gladness of your looks ? 
We should dread the desert behind us 7 
Worse than the dark before. | Yoare better than all the ballads: 
t “or 
What are the leaves to the forest, For ye one fivine pis 
With light and air for food, And all the rest are dead. ; 
—Longfellow. 
DIED. 


Hovexnron.—At Birmingham, . 16, Geo. Houghton aged 72 years and 11 months. Deceased‘ 
embraced the Gospel near 40 years ago, and lived and died a faithful Latter-day Saint. [Com. 


* May.—In Salt Lake City, 15th Ward, of diphtheria, Milley May, daughter of 0. G. and Isabella . 
Workman, aged 4 years and 8 months.—‘“‘ News.” 


MarrHews.—In the 17th Ward, Salt Lake City, January 8, after a lingering aces, Hephsibah . 
Jarvis, wife of the late William Matthews. Deceased was born at Old Radford, Nottinghamshire, 
England, March 8, 1814, embraced the Gospel September 1849, and emigrated to this “2s ved gel 
August 18€3.—‘* News.” 

Tuokrraip.—In the 16th Ward, Salt Lake City, January 6th, of old age, James O Tuckiield, aged 
78 years. Deceased was born in Ilfracombe, England.—‘‘ News.” . 


Kexwzoy.—In the 18th Ward. Salt Lake City, January 4th, Catherine McDonald Kennedy, . 
daughter of Daniel and the late Catherine McIntyre Kennedy, aged 19 years, 1 month and 22 days. 
Deceased was born in Ayrshire, Scotland, and emigrated to Utah in 1872. 
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THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM—ITS GENUINENESS ESTABLIsHED. 
| BY ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS. 
—0 
FROM PAGB 67.] 


CHAP. VI. 


of Gospel Ideas in Persian, Greek 


An- 


From the Egyptians we will ture to 
the Persians, the people next moat 
Alikely to show traces in their rel 
of the influence left by the p 
— — 2 in patriarchal days. Mr. 
yae, 
ersians,” points out how that Magia- 
nism, as in its sacred books, 


meet that: the human race’ spran 


ion 
hing 


** Religion of the Ancient: 
| being 


—— that it bore testi- || 


ness and make supreme and universal: 
the kingdom of light and of God. It 
taught the existence of good and of 
bad angels, also a resurrection of the: 


‘The religions of ancient Greece and 
Rome were, to a very great extent, 
originally drawn from those of Egypt, 
Persia.and Phosnecia. Many traces” 
of Gospel principles can be found in 
them, hidden concealed under the 
ater ages disgraced the religions 
kingdom of brass and iron. Still, in 
— 
ar from atheism irreligion 
the rule, belief in the — 
ever mistaken, and 


: 2 was: complete pd 
| portion) ot the prime 
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the Greek schools of philosophy taught 
the ductrine cf the eternity of matter 
and not only had these races a know 
ledge of things that occurred in ante- 
dilovian days, but in their different, 
absurd ways they recounted the history 
of the war in heaven when Lucifer 
was cast out. Those curious on this 
point can read their accounts of the’ 
war between the Titians and Heaven, 
and of the giants against Jupiter. 

We now turn to another interestng 


‘feature of this phase of the 
A 


In the: explanation given 
Prophet Joseph of the disc or nes 
cut accompanying the Book of Abra. 
ham, he states Fig. 3 is made to re 
present God sitting upon bis throne, 


clothed with power and authority, 


with a crown of eternal light upon his 


head, representing aleo the grand key | 


words of the holy Priesthood, as re. 


vealed to Adam in the Garden of Eden |. 


as Als to Seth, Noah and Melchise- 
deck, Abraham, and all to whom the 
Priesthood was revealed.” Fig. 7 also 


contains ‘‘ the grand key words of the 


Priesthood.” God having delivered 


these powers of the heavenly kingdom 
to all to whom the Priesthood ~~ 
reve ied,” until Abraham’s day, 
woul be but natural to 
a men gradually departed from the 
trut they wonld still endeavor to ra- 
tain "hese sacred trusts iu their midst ; 
and however mueh they might depart 
from the purity of the faith proclaimed 
ahd. ; racticed by the ancient patriarchs 
they would still strive to perpetuate 
the kuowledge these “keys” conveyed, 
that they might have a claim on the 
blessings of: che world to come. Iti is 


— 


rites of purification and 
sacrifiees:‘and precessidns;' df 
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"| exeite the 


MILLENNIAL STAK. 


ated amongst the heathen, originating, 
as usual, in Egypt, long after the 
greatest portion of that which was 
pure and holy in the principles with 
these things had been associated, by the 
ministers of the word of Jehovah, 
was lost sight of in the teachings and 


of these ate nations. TO 


this we must call attention to the 
so-called secret mysteries” of the 
ancients, which to us, seem clearly in 

holy Priesthood, in tbe sacr 
appertaining to the fulness the 
Gospel. In the investigation of this 
point we are greatly indebted to M. 
Faber’s researches into the ‘‘Mysteries 
of the Cabiri,” aud ta other authors 
who have enlarged upon his researches. 

According to one of the gentlemen 
above referred to, some of these 


— its — which nad for 


their objeet to uphold the religious 


truths that animate the hope of im- 
Nee or in which were observed 
rites intene l to explain and enforce — 
the conduct suitable to those who 
cherished and wished to realize the 
hope.“ What took place in tue 
ministration of these eteries is very 
difficnit for the ‘enquirer to discover, 
for they were couduoted in 8 

and those who were permitted ‘totake 
part in them were solemnly obliged 
not to divulge what they bad ‘seen 
and learned,“ the word mystery 


being derived from Greek wrote 
nifying io „shut the lip 
ever from what oar be se it is 
‘| believed that the iuitisted 

| “powétfally' to by 
other modes of r 

dition of the good and bad ere. 
ing to a writer in the American 


How~? 


eprebenting the cn. 


nada, they consisted; in general; 


— ‘songs: and dancen; f 
festivals fit to! the 


Gone, 


| 
as there is good reason to believe, to 
preserve in rememberance the remains 
of pure primeval faith and worship!“ 
| 
; blossings of God’s word long after they 
| have’ ceased to regard its obligations. 
The fact of these things appearing 
= in the Book of Abraham, written in 
hgituglyphios, renders it very suppos- 
ible! that: at one time the import of 
thee! revelations. was comprehended 
by, those among the Egyptians, whog, 
| received the teachings of Abraham; and 
ae Jéwish tradition is concerned 
— — to these matters, 
thou „these ter, perh aps, mo 
in the rites of 
| hope: and ition? 


yi AY 


spect rmulas, fragments of 
hymns’ ‘were’ also ed. There 
‘were like wise ‘certain ‘objects with 
which occult meanings, ‘that were im: 
to the initiated, were associated 

which 115 used in the various oe 
remonies in the ascending scale of ini 
tintion. The“ Sacred phrases, concern- 
ing which silence | was im were 
themselves “symbolical le nds, | an 
bably 1 not statements of 

ths.” Ste Oreix on this subject 
writes, “The germ of the mysteries is 
Instration, (or purification by water) 


acts and 


“Sand expiation. The doctrines taught 


were the necessity of repentance and 
Donfession, the immortality of the 
soul and a future ptate 
punishments.” Tu adi Sacy adds, 
‘Certain rites By were secret 
and these it was a sacrilege to reveal.” 


of the mysteries ia that of a god who 
and dies and afterwards 
trip mphs over death and has a Pate 
FTesurreotion.“ Regarding the Persian 
my . 19 0 ythras, it has been 
written, 0 initiation was „ 
ed and severe. The neophyte wes bap- 
tized, as on the forehead and 
ived bread and vine; man 
placed on his head 
With regard to the preparation 
needed from those who asked ad 15 
on to these rites the very remarka le 
een is made. It is quite up- 
ubted respecting them, that as a 
necessary condition to admiasion, and 
a an important part ot initiation, two 
lings, were, imperatively necessary, 
a confession of & promise 
amendment of, life, followed iby 
in bg me form more or: leas. 
ntinue anded down in all 
— whilst another, writer, 
ras tha ‘continence 
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„ The fundamental idea 
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mys s degenerated into the most 

licent — "where ‘excesses of 
lessly praoticed that in some cases the 
‘fell uuder the dan of the law, thoug 
pfreuumediy a portion of the 


of the gods. As an of 
e Will take thé my steries of Diop) 15 


Fire) wers ori igfnally ale of Dion 
women alone, in the iony- 


* They Were presided over by the 
fe Archon kin; 3 
assisted by fourteen prieste : 

whom she took an oath that she was 
pure and unpolluted, and with whom 
she offered mystic sacrifices, for the 
welfare of the city. When these mys- 
teries were introduced into Rome, the 

degenerated — shame 

immor ities; men, as well as women 
initiated d das such were the 
crimes and excesses committed that 
‘they were at length suppressed by a 


senatus consult, B. C. 186 (Livy. xxxix, 
been urged as, au, argument 
against the varacity of the tranglation, 


by the Prophet Joseph ith, or ‘the 
circular cut or disc, hut h we. cannot 
compra hend, that numerous copies of, 
it exist, scat the mus 
eums “ol Europe. These copies, have 
been fonnd buried, with. mummies in 
the ome as the. one 
the Prophet hands. 


the translation by 
one in favor. For 
Egyptioligists.ackqowledge. that some, 
peculiar potency was ascribed to it: by, 
the ancient Egyptians, bu t their ideas 
are very as what that 
was gustomary 
of, Ah, 
eir dead in hiero- 
variqu 


liyph 


—.— 
is. reason, 


Onir, the desaaed, had 


| the acts, — 
ac al sh 


| been soruti 


Baur states 
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| 
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gt 
panying the mommy is alsooften found 


this sacred disc, or hypociphilas as the 
learned term it, which, if we mistake 
not was usually placed under or near 
the head of the mummy. The trans- 
lations given by the professedly learned 
convey no idea why this was so placed, 
but the revelation through our mar- 
tyred Prophet, that it contains the 
key words of the holy Priesthood, at 
onee makes the reason plain.. The 

gyptiens baried this disc containing 

ese sacred words with their dead, 
or very much the same reason that 
the Saiate bury their dead in the robes 
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of the holy Priesthood. No doubt 
the true meaning of these key words 
were soon lost from amongst the 
Egyptians, bnt they knew enough to 
understand something of their value, 
and as ages rolled on, their apostate 
priesthood doubtlesaly invented some 
myth to take their place. . That these. 
priests did claim to hold auch keys, is 
clearly shown in a photograph in the 
Deseret Museum, of the walls of the 
Temple at Karnac, on which the gods 
are represented, each holding a key in 
his hand. 


‘BAPTISM OF LITTLE CHILDREN. 


BY ELDER WM 


This is a subject, in common with 
many others that should be earnestly 
considered by the professed teachers 
of righteousness, for the penalty is 
Though we or an angel from heaven 
preach any other Gospel unto you, 
than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed” (Gal. i. 8). 

Among the various persuasions of 
so-called Christianity, many of them 
claim that infant baptism is a true 
doctrine. In this brief article, I shall 
endeavor to prove, scripturally, that 
infant baptism is unscriptural. In the 
first place, I willrefer to the words of 
our Lord and Savior, Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom 
of God” x. 10. He said 
nothing about baptizing them, but 
avowed that of such is the kingdom of 
God. He took them up in his arms 
—.— hands upon them and blessed 

em” (Mark x. 16). ‘Infants are 
without sin and redeemed through the 
atonement of Christ, for as in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive (1 Cor. xv. 22). Then 
we ong as far a8 — — 
Session of Adam goes, 20 far, also, 
redeaiption by Jesus Christ, 
for Paul, in writing to the Romans 
of 
ene; judgment oben all men | 


— ũ——6— — 


to | sermon on 


„ N. WILLIAMS, 


eousness of one the free gift came upa 
all men unto . of life” 
(Romans v. 18). When Jesus was 
approaching the river Jordan, John 
said, ‘‘Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world” 
(Jenni 
From the foregoing it must be 
acknowledged by every honest and 
reflective mind that infants are saved 
through the atonement of Christ, and 
are pure before God; consequently 
do not need baptism, as this is an 
ordinance for the remission of sing 
—see Acts ii. 38; Mark i. 4. Now — 
as *‘sin is the transgression of tlie 
law ” (1 John iii. 4), infants are certain- — 
ly innocent and without sin, for their 
limited capacity of intelligence does 
not enable them to discern between 
ood and evil; obey or disobey a law; 
refore there is no law given them, 
and where there is no law there is no 


n. 
My opponents, to defend their be- 
sion to the Apos Go ye into a 
the world ach thie jel to 
‘every creature,” “and: socordingly 
Cornelius aud ail his house were bP 
tired; the jailor and’ bis honte; the . 
household of 'Stephanas; and Crispo 


and his houses. And Peter, in 


— 


condemantion, even by the right- 


the day of Pentecost; said : 
and 


dc And the 


7 
‘ 
* 


your children.” | sufficient has been produced to prove 

We will first examine the Savior's the anti-Christian character of infant 
commission to the Apostles. They | baptism ; therefore it is a solem mock- 
were to go into all the world and ery to baptize innocent little children 
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 @vidence in favor o 


ach the Gospel to every creature, 
Bo that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved (Mark xvi. 16). Now they 
were first to teach all nations and 
then baptize the believer for the re- 
mission of sins. In accordance with 
this we find Peter, on the day of 
Pentecost, preaching to the multitude, 
éalling them to repent and be baptized 
for the remission of sins. Every candid 
and reasonable mind will readily 
admit that infants could not possible 
comply with the above requirements. 
‘Bat the same Gospel is for them when 
they are capable of doing so. 
We will next investigate the case of 
Cornelius, who ‘‘ feared God with all 
his house,” and ‘‘they spake with 
tongues and magnified God” (Acts x. 
2-—46).. From this we clearly compre- 
hend that they were net mere infants, 
but those who were, in some measure, 
grown up, and capable of ‘‘ fearing” 
and ‘‘ magnifying God.” This is an 
unquestionable proof that infants were 
not among the number baptized. The 


jailor ‘‘ rejoiced, believing in God 


with all his house” (Acts xvi. 34). 
„As infants cannot believe, it was not 
they who rejoiced at being admitted 
into thb fold of Christ, consequently 

they were not young children who 


were baptized. . The house of Stepha- 
addicted themselves to the 


nas 

ministry of the Saints (Cor. xvi, 15), 
which infents could not possibly do. 
“Crispus believed on the Lord with 
all his house, and many of the Corin- 
_thians hearing, believed, and were 
baptized” (Acts xviii. 8). 


None of these passages favor, in the | 


least, infant baptism, but are powerful 
adult 
To determine the question, Philip 


- baptized both men and women after 


they had believed his preaching (Acts 
_ viii. 12—37), and he demanded a meek 
and positive confession of the Eunuch’s 
belief, before he would go down into 
the water and administer to him the 
sacred ordinance of baptism for the 
Other Scriptural arguments could 


be adduced to show the falsity of 


_ baptizing little children. However, 


in the name of the Trinity, thus 
practising the fallible doctrine of men, 
contrary to the word of God. This is 
what the Book of Mormon says on the 
subject : ** Behold, I came unto. the 
world not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance ; the whole need 
no physician, but they that are sick; 
wherefore little children are whole, 
for they are not capable of committing 
ain; wherefore the curse of Adam is 
taken from them in me, that it hath 
no power over them ; and the law of 
circumcision is done away in me. And 
after this manner did the Holy Ghost 
manifest the word of God unto me; 
wherefore my beloved Son, I know 
that it is solemn mockery before God, 
that ye should baptize little children. 
* „ ** ¥* Bat little children are 
alive in Christ, even from the founda- 
tion of the world ; if not so, God isa 


partial, and also a changeable God, 


and respecter of persons, for how many 
little children have died without bap- 
tism. Wherefore, if little children 
could not be saved without baptism, 
these must. have gone to an endless 
hell. Behold I say unto you, that he 
that supposeth that little children 
need baptism, is in the gall of bitter- 
ness, and in the bonds of iniquity ; for 
he hath neither faith, hope or charity; 
wherefore, if he should be cut off while 

in the thought, he must go down into 
hell. For awful is the wickedness to 
suppose that God saveth one child 
because of baptism, and the other 
ore perish because he hath no bap- 


m. | 

Wo be unto him that shall pervert 
the ways of the Lord after this manner, 
for they shall perish, except they 
repent. * * Little children 
cannot repent, wherefore it is awful 
wickedness to deny the pure mercies 
of God unto them, for they are all 
alive in him because of his mercy. 
And he that saith that little children 


need baptism denieth the mercies of 


Christ, and setteth at nought the 


| atonement of him and the power of 


his redemption. Wo unto such for 
they are in danger of death, hell and 


| endless torment” (Moro ni viii). 
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OORRESPOND 


Burton-on-Trent, Jan. 23, 1879. 
President Wm, Budge, 
Dear Brother, — 1 is now nearly 
seven months since I succeeded N. A. 
_ Empey in the Presidency of this Con- 
ference. I can say that the Lord has 
blessed me far beyond my expectations. 
I meet with kindness on every hand, 
from Saints and strangers. During 
the past summer we did considerable 
out-door preaching. In some places 
the local Elders have been very ener- 
gore, the brethren of the Eastwood 
Branch especially so. These labors 
have resulted in bringing some honest 
‘souls to the knowledge of the truth. 


Elder Walsh is laboring diligently 


and successfully in the Mansfield 
district. 
Thousands say that if avy people 
have the truth, the Saints do, but 
they lack the moral courage to obey. 
Every body is complaining of hard 
times. A great many are out of work. 
Some of our people have not received 
a penny for two months, for work 
done. The factories are closed and 
_workhouses full. The judgments of 
God are increasing in various dis- 
Fah forms. I heard the Elders 
_of this Church proclaim such times as 
we now see nearly forty years ago. 
God told Joseph Smith that after the 
“testimony of His servants he would 
zend them the testimony, of the sword, 
‘famine, earthquakes, pestilence, the 
voice of ightning, with 


every man against his fellow, until all“ 


would be compelled to take an active 


part in the turmoil and destruction, 


or flee to Zion for safety. 

‘ Under these circumstances I have 
taken every opportunity to lay before 
my fellow-man the plan of salvation, 
on this mission, to 


_ they obey or not. I have endeavored 

to make good use of every moment of 
my time in preaching the Gospel, both 
in and out-doors, and counseling the 
2 Saints in their temporal things as well 
as spiritual, that they may deliver 


themselves from these lands before: 


the approaching clouda .shall burst 
with destruction upon the wicked. 


| ear my garments. 
of the blood of all people, whether | are , | A 
| Elders, I hope they will renew their 
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is ver, good, and) thas 
been for the last two months, 4 | 
which I feel to thank God. I ba 
not bad time to get home sick, nor to 
feel as though I could do no good, and 
that there remainèd no more good to 
be done. 1 feel well in my labor 
amongst the people, who are ee 


kind. I have not been out of m 
Conference ‘since I arrived, in Jun 
last. I have no time to go away, for 
every week I shouldbe absent, I would 
lose that week’s labor in my own field, 
and get so much behind. 

Your brother in the Gospel, 

W. BraMatt... 

[LONDON CONFERENCE.) 
: Stantonberry, Jan. 31, 1879. 

President William Budz Pad. 
Dear brother,—President W. B. 
Smith, has been with me in my dis- 
trict since Wednesday, Jan. 21st. We 
called at brother Swainstones, at 
Breachwood Green Heath, and re- 
mained ever night, spending the next 
day visiting the Saints at Bendish and 
Whiteway. While kere we had a look 
at brother E. W. Street's grave, and 
we both decided that it had as fine, if 
not the finest head and foot stones of 
any in the yard. The Saints have 
paid the sexton to fill with rich mould, 
and in the spring they intend planting | 
it with the most beautiful flowers they 

can obtain. 
Friday morning we started to Eaton 
Bray. On the way we called at sister 
Halls and brother Seabrooks, and 
arrived at Eaton about six p.m., after 
walking 16 miles. We stopped with 
Mr. J. Cobb and Woodcraft. They 
vere members of the Church some 
zeere back ; they take the Star and 
OUSNAL, and are very kind to the 


covenants before many months, 
Saturday we walked to Henipstead, 
and held meeting there on Sunday, in 
a small place that brother Sells has 
given us the privilege of holding our 
meetingsin. Woall enjoyed ourselves 
very well. 


Monday we walked to Kensworth, 
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where we remained at sister Halls over The Saints are feeling as well as oan 
night. On Tuesday we went to brother be expected under present adverse 
Charles Smith, at Stantonberry, and | circumstances, and are very kind to 
on Wednesday evening we held a the Eiders. For myself I am feeling 
meeting in a Baptist Chapel, at Lough- | well in the Gospel, and my desire is 
| : noes“ — at least 100 present. to — all I can to spread its principles. 
rother Smith, ocqupipd the time and With love te all the brethren at che 
good: meet- Office, I remain, 
ing we were asked to remain over Your brother in the Gospel, 
night, and were treated very. kindly ; | Isaac SMITH. 


we distributed quite a number of | 5 — 
tracts, which were eagerly taken. On| Mertbyr, South Wales, 
Thursday evening two young men from | February 4th, 1879. 


‘Wolverton, who were at the meeting, | President Wm. Budge. 
came to see me, and remained up to; Beloved Brvther,—The spiritual 
ten o'clock. They were well pleased | condition of the Saints generally 
with the principles of the Gospel. throughout the Conference is encour- 
Perhaps the cireamstances under aging; but financially, they are in very 
which I obtained the chapel will be | oppressed and destitute circumstauces,: 
interesting to you. They are as fol- some of them being entirely ont of 
lows: About ten weeks ago I was work, suffering for the want of the 
walking from Stantonberry to Fenny | necessaries and comforts of life. Many 
‘Stratford, when a gentleman in a | of those who are in work, are only em- 
small conveyance came up, and [ asked | ployed about half the time, and the 
for the privilege to ride to Fenny. On | wages are so small as to only afford. 
our way I laid before him my mission, | them a very scanty living. The cons 
and the principles of the Gospel. When | dition of the Saints, however, is good 
we arrived at Fenny he gave me his | when compared to that of the people 
address, A. Smith, Loughton, Bucks, | of the world; for it is said that many 
and said I would be welcome to remain | have died through want of the neces< 
any night at his house. When we | saries to sustain life. 
parted I gave him some tracts. As 1] We are busy and united in this Con- 
‘did not pass that way soon, I wrote to | ference, in our endeavors to dissemi- 
him and bore my testimony again to | nate a knowledge of divine truth. We 
the truth of the Gospel, sent more are holding meetings nearly every 
tracts, and expressed a desire to speak | evening, which are generally attended 
in the chapel, but received no answer. 2 strangers, and we trust and pray 
‘Subsequently I called, and learned he that our labors will result in some 
‘had written to me and promised me good. 5 
the chapel on any night I wished; but lt is encouraging and gratify ing to 
I never received the letter. [appoint- say, that we have baptized twenty- 
ed Sunday, Jan. 26:h, but ten days | three within the last five weeks, with 
after I received word they conld not; a prospect of about as many more soon. 
let the chapel on Sunday, but Icould| Please send us thirty Welsh Books 
‘have it on any week night. I wrote | of Mormon, and thirty Welsh Hymn 
back immediately and appointed Wed | Books. | | — 
nesday, Jan. 29 ch. Brother W. B. With love and best wishes I re- 
Smith and [ went there on Wednesday | main Your Brother in the Gospel, 
and they treated us as.stated before. : WX. N. WItLiams. 


x Men.of high or mean birth may be possessed of good qualities, but if they 
fall into bad company, they become vicious. Rivers flow with sweet waters; 


but, having joined the ocean, they become andrinkable. 


Work resolutely for some great purpose in life; make ap your mind to that, 
and then never relinquish it. But remember the infirmities of your own na- 


ture, to guard against them. Remember that hours of despondency will come, 
and days from which the light will seem to be utterly shut out. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1879. 


SETTING IN ORDER AND REGULATING THE OHURCHES. 
In harmony with our recent article upon Sacred Records,” we wish to 
attract attention to some matters that can be appropriately followed up in the 
same connection. We continue our formerly stated proposition, that even 
circumstances of any degree of importance connected with the Church, in every 
place should be made a matter of record. There are very few, if any of the 
affairs of the Church that are not of sufficient moment to be thus treated. 
Nothing is too small in connection with the work of God for careful considera- 
tion. The so-called small things of the kingdom, are what, in an aggregate 
Capacity, make up the grand whole. i 
In the existing condition of the work in these lands, in quite a number of 
placer, the carrying out of a detailed system of recording and of doing general 
busipess is impracticable. In some districts there are numbers of acattered 
Sain‘s who are not directly connected with any particular branch of the Church. 
This condition necessarily, seperates them from any organized centre where 
records are kept. The ccnsequence is that when children are blessed and even 
when baptisms and confirmations occur no official cognizance of the admini- 
tration of those ordinances takes place, so far as placing them upon Church 
books isconcerned. The same difficulty also exists in relation to financial 
business. True the latter may be done through the traveling Elder in the 
district and be, by that means, placed upon the books of the Conference, but 
this is not sufficient, as success in every department depends upon system and 
regularity. The Snaneial business should come through the proper channel, 
being first recorded upon the branch books and followed up by being taken an 
account of upon the books of the Conference, the statements of each being 
unifi rm. 
To remedy the . and difficulty alluded to, it is our r unqualified 
desire that in every locality where there is no branch, and where there are 
Bufficient Saints, even if they be but few, to admit of one being established, it 
‘should be organized. The advantiges of this plan must be apparent; so ach 
0 as to be almost self- evident. Not only can all recording and financial busi- 
ness be properly attended to in its proper order and channel, bat a central 
point is established for tie proper carrying on of the work of the ministry. 
“Where there is no branch organizat on the work languishes, making but little 
head way. Where meetings are held the Sainte are more likely to have the 
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‘“@pirit of the work, they can invite their neighbors to attend, they can spread 
out among the people, distributing tracts and bearing testimony of the work 
‘ot the Lord. The presidents of branches should be invariably the best men 
that can be obtained for the positions, as the condition of the work depends 
much upon their activity or sluggishness. True there may be some localities 
in which scattered Saints are living in such limited numbers that the organiza- 
tion of a branch contiguous would be impracticable. So far as possible, how— 
ever, every Latter-day Saint should be connected to the branch nearest to the 
place where he or she resides. There may be isolated instances where this can- 
not be done, but in most cases we think it practicable and, in many respects, | 
it would be highly beneficial. 

We desire that, so far as possible, the hands of the Elders laboring exclusive 

in the ministry should be left as free as possible, to enable them to devote 
their time and energy to visiting, building up, comforting and instructing the 
Saints and, more especially to preaching the Gospel to those yet ignorant of its 
principles. That this may be the case it is necessary they should be relieved 
as much as possible from the actual transaction of financial business, excepting’ 
‘as it comes through the branches. Let it be understood that all financial 
business should be done in the branch to which it properly belongs and should 
there be taken account of, that every person may receive due oredit in the 
organisation with which he is immediately connected. Thus all such things 
will be attended to in their order, according to an understood system, regularity 
‘and satisfaction being the result. 

Although the Elders traveling would in this way be measurably relieved 
‘from the necessity of spending too much time in attending to the details of 
financial business, we do not wish it to be understood that they would be re 
Aieved from responsibility in the premises. It would continue to be their duty 

to instruct the Saints as to their duty in sustaining the work of God with their 
“means, so far as they consistently can. In fact this isa matter that requires 
‘diligent attention. Every Latter-day Saint who has means should havea 

financial as well as spiritual and general interest in the work of God. A 
‘person never feels so well as when he or she is helping to roll it along. 

A custom has lately prevailed and appears to be increasing in some of the 
branches, of paying hall rents and meeting every little incidental expenditure 
out of the tithing that is paid. In some places the entire amount is generally 
“eonsu mmed in this way, leaving nothing to be applied for the general further- 

: “ance of the work in the mission. This should be remedied. We are satisfied 
“that in many places some of the contingent expenses could be met witbout 
having recourse to t he tithing fund, if the Branch Presidents would lay such 
matters before those who are able to do something in that direction. We wish 
it to be understood that such things are optional, but, so long as no one is 
oppressed in the operation, no harm accru8s to any one from giving cordial, 
hearty, and substantial support to the work of God. With regard to the 

“purchase of tracts for distribution this should be especially kept in view. And 

woe remind the Elders and Saints of our former expressions ane the liberal 
and energetic distribution of the written word.” 
Tube points establiahed in the foregoing are plainly and liste set forth, but, 
Lest there be the slightest room for misconception, we re-state them in brief. 
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First—In every district or locality where there 1 no branch, one should be 
organized, if the number of Saints be suffici enn. 
Second The scattered ao far as practicable, vhould be identified with 
the nearest branch. vt ad 
Third — Business should pass through the books of the branches in connection 
- with which it is done. att 
The Saints should be instructed, among other doties, 
work with their means. 5 
Fifth—Erery Latter-day Saint is in duty bound to nse: legitimate effort to 
spread: a knowledge of the Gospel. 


the matter of seeing, personally, with the aid of the Traveling Eiders, to * 
carrying out of those instructions. 


— — 

— The ory of bard times and the wail of poverty increases throughout the 
length and breadth of the country. On account. of a proposed reduction by 
employers, no fewer than 30,000 workingmen, of various classes, have struck 
in this city (Liverpool) during the last two weeks. The strikers claim that 
they can only barely subsist upon the wages they have heretofore received and 
that the proposed reduction means semi-starvation. The strike is likely to 
seriously affect a great number of towns, as thousands of the men were con- 
nected with the shipping business at the docks. The suspension of this im- 
portant branch blocks the transmission of foreign provisions to the towns 
throughout the kingdom. On Saturday last the military were called out to 
suppress riots and keep order about the docks. 

It was recently privately stated by a gentleman connected with an extensive 
business house in Manchester, that not less than 60,000 persons were without 
work jn that city during the severe weather. 

Great Britain is gliding down the declivity that leads to dissolution with 

most remarkable velocity. The speed increases with each revolving week. 


 =—< A short time since Sisters E. B. Wells and Zina . Williams, both 
the National Woman's Suffrage Convention, to be held at Washington. | On 


their seats as representatives from Utah. The press despatches state that 
Mrs. Gage, Mrs. Spencer, and the two Utah delegates already named, were 
appointed a committee of four to wait upon President Hayes. They presented 
a memorial in relation to Woman Suffrage and other documents, and reminded 
the President that he had omitted to make due mention of the women of the 
. country in his recent annual Message to Congress. They also directed the 
attention of the Chief Magistrate to the late decision of the U. S. Supreme 


Court in the Rey nolds polygamy case, and contended that the enforcement of ? 


the anti polygamy law of 1862 would inflict great and unjust hardship upon 
thousands of innocent women and children. President Hayes stated that 


what he had listened to had impressed him deeply, and requested the two. 


The Presidents of Conferences will be considered n 3 


este emed ladies of our acquaintance, were selected as delegates; from Utah, to 


presenting themselves before that body they were duly installed and took 
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ladies from Utah to present written statements to him. He asked what he 
‘ould’ do te- serve them, they replying, „t any bill to enforce’ the act of 
1862.“ Sister Wells is a plural wife of 4 renpectsd citizen of Utab, and sister 
Williams, daughter of the late President B. Young; is the second widow ot a 
gentleman of esteemed memory. Besides, they are both in other respects. 
woll qualified to cause of the of Utah” at the National 
or anywhere else. 


ANsw Tract. —* The ar True Gospel, or the Primitive Christian Faith, a 
is the title of a new four-page tract, just issued from this office. It is from the pen 
of President William Budge, and is a clear, forcible and logical exposi: ion of the 
Firat Principles of the doctrine of Christ, in condensed shape. It is designed 
kor distribution throughout Great Britain, and we believe it will be the means 
of doir g much good, in giving a definite conception to the seeker after truth of 
the doctrines and principles embraced in the genuine faith of the Gospel. It 

‘is printed in excellent style, on a good quality of paper, being, therefore, not 
only intrinsically valuable so far as the matter is concerned, but of a very pre- 
_sentable appearance. The price per thousand is fifteen shillings, except im 
cases where the purchaser wishes the address of any place of meeting printed 
on each copy, when two shillings and sixpence per thousand will, be added to 
the amount first named. We think the addition of the address an excellent 
"advantage. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 

We are in receipt of a letter from Brother George Osmond, of Bloomington, 
Bear Lake Valley, Idaho. We are pleased to learn from him that a general 
good feeling prevails among the Saints in that and tbe other settlements of 
the Stake. We regret to learn, however, that the health of Elder C. C. Rich, 
of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, is not so good as could be desired. 


We are.in receipt of a pleasant, friendly letter from Elder Franklin D. 
ANicharda, of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, written at Ogden, Utah, and 
dated Jan. 13th, from which we make the following extract: 

vi Another year bas dawned upon na, and has brought with it blessings 
neither small nor few. Peace and plenty still abound throughout the borders 
of the Saints, while in spiritual gifts Heaven, s favors abound to all who dili- 
gently live tor them. 

„The topic of the hour now is the decision of the Scene Court of the 
United States in Brother Reynolds’ case. Two branches of the government 
have now pronounced upon our liberty, whether we may obey God’s require- 
ments in our social relations legally, or be made criminals therefor. Surely a 
kind and merciful Father will decide when their cup is sufficiently full. 

The Srax comes regularly t, hand, and I am much interested in a perusal : 
“of its contente, I feel thankful that the Lord seems to impart an increasing 
measure of Bpirit and strength to the work in those lands.“ 

‘We take the following from a letter from William rest of Grantaville, 
Tooele County, Utah, cated Jan. 14h?! 
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The time bas come when the highest judicial tribunal of this ‘asylum for 
the oppressed of every clime,’ has decided that the United States, and not 
the God of heaven, shall rule among gathered Iernel in these unn, 
Dread tribunal! Puny man ari 

“Fools rush in where angels fear to tread.” ae 

« Nearly twenty-five centuries ago, the edict of a despot was heralded 
forth, requiring the violation of the first command of the decalogue, in the 
worship of a golden image, which had been created in violation of the second, 
and the penalty of refusal was cremation in an extra heated fiery furnace ; 
but, three, at least, of the God-fearing captives of Judah, were found who 
would say: ‘If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 
But, if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we 2 not serve thy gods, 
nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.“ They did not, neither 
would they obey man rather than God, and the result was, ‘these three men, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the 
burning fiery furnace.’ But the God whom they served was not asleep nor 
powerless, He gave earth’s, so-called, great ones a lesson of power over the 
element of fire, which, for grandeur and sublimity, surpassed anything which 
they or their ancestors ever witnessed, and which has ever remained a stand- 
ing challenge to the vaunted wisdom of this sin-cursed earth. Nebuchadnezzar 
preceived their deliverance, saw the fourth personage with them, and said, 
“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants of the Most High God, 
come forth, and come hither !’ What an acknowledgment is couched in this 
command—‘ Ye servants of the Most High God!’ They came forth, and 
were walking testimonies of the completeness. of their deliverance, for ‘the 
smell of fire had not passed on them; and the great king learned that there 
is no other God that can deliver after this sort.“ And the faith of these 
brethren, and the exercise of God's power in their behalf, form a lesson and 
example which should inspire all earth’s children to trust in their Father in 
heaven. 

„How will it be in this age? Will men honor and obey the laws of Ged, 
and leave the issue with Him? And will he open a way of deliverance for his 
faithful sons and daughters? Yes, they will; and yes, Heswill. He will 
inspire with wisdom and faith and power, and turn and overturn, and; as in 
the case above cited, He will make all opposition measures tend to ‘pleas His 
humble and be sat children, and promote His canse on earth, till the N 
doms of this world become the kingdom of Gud, and 

) Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Doth his successive journeys run; 
Yes, He shail reign from pole to pole, 
And bless with peace each honest soul; 
Heal up the wounds, dry up the tears, 
And reign on earth a thousand years.” 

My 1 is that God will rule, and He will rule the rulers too. He 
1 vill make the wrath of man praise Him, irrespective of the way it is mani- - 
| fested, and the results of the acts of nations and individuals He will sain 
For the consummation of Hu purposes,” 
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Elder Oley Ellingson wrote from Frederikstad, Norway, January 14th : 

The main portion of my district is about 100 Miles south of Christiania. 
It is over 80 Miles long, with the headquarters. about the middle. I have 
traveled it over twice and some portions three times, by means of steamboat, 
open boat, sleighs and on foot. This country is broken up with rivera, lakes and 
high mountains. The Sajnts in the District number 120 at present. Only two 
have been baptized since my arrival here, and it looks as if I had got the last 
one. ‘During the Christmas holidays I held eleven meetings. Many people 
came to hear, said it was all right, but did not obey. They are snnk to a 
fearful condition of wickedness. I can scarcely believe them to be the same 
people and country I left 29 years ago. The priests preach in their chapels at 
one time and hold bazaars or lotteries at another, while drinking and other de- 
basing practices are going on all around, and they call this Christianity. Well 
might the Prophet say they had transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, 
broken the everlasting covenant. How long the Lord will suffer such 
things to continue I do not know.” 


THE BATTLE OF UNBELIEF. — 

‘Mr. Gavin Carlyle bears a great 
name, and his literary repute is associ- 
ated with his famous relation, Edward 
Irving. Whatever comes from him 
pe | be expected to be bold, vigorous, 
and uncompromising. The book of 
which the title heads this notice an- 


esteemed even the lowest, there soom 
appears the hidden gold of the human 
soul, There is no race that cannot be 
appealed to, both by conscience and 
reason. @ negro race, for instance, 
consi | by Darwin and others the 


swers this description. Mr. Carlyle 
will neither take nor give quarter. He 
considers. the demonstration of the 
supernatural to be as scientific as that 


of physical science, and fights the bat- 
In the course of 


tle along that line. 


his campaign he has a severe tassle with 
Mr. Darwin, from which we may make 
an After to the 
remarkable vasjetios of human powers 
anid 


whatever its source, possesses t. 


make of them. | 
be ignored. They show that there is 


ities. If | capab 
o ‘races | speedily to a position of humanity 


n, in many parts, ue 8 - 
ily by Christianity, and brought soon 
to a position of intelligence and civili- 
zation, in which it may fairly compete 
for ‘superiority with the peasantry of 
our own country. I can attest this 
from personal knowledge — my first 
active work in life having been to teach 
negroes, some of them fresh from the 
barbarism of Africa. There must then 
be something to appeal to, higher 
than mere animal existence, some- 


thing beneath that outer coating of 


brutality, which can be reached and 
ennobled by at least one power, that, 

his un- 
deniable influence, Let these profes- 
sed philosophers try their experiments | 
with the apes. Let Mr. Darwin estab- 
lish a society for civilising and edu- 
cating gorillas, and see what he can 
: Such facts are not to 


in man, even of the. lowest type, a 
prinsiple or power, which makes him 
ipable, however degraded, of 


ese great ditierences ef power 
among men—so great as to be incalcul- 
able the material philosophy of Dar- 4 
win ‘and his followers can give no 
account of, Again, we may notice that : 
there ate, even in the lowest races of 5 
men, capabilities which raise them 
immeasurably above the brutal tribes. | 
But if, in a. goldfield, we find stones, 
some of which contain nothing, while | 
zold, and we that 
Tatton, however rough and worth- 
Pu 
precious — we ‘judge. “not by mere 
then such test ‘be applied 
8 | 


